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a  Highschool  Computer 
Program  in  Southern 
Alberta. 

The  Alta  Wheat  Pool  is 
donating  a  Commodore  386- 
SX-20computcrto  the  Willow 
Creek  School  Division  to  be 
used  in  several  schools  for  a 
three  month  period  in  each 
school.  This  computer  has 
various  business  programs  de- 
signed for  the  business  of  farm- 
ing, and  also  is  capable  of  di- 
rect access  to  the  Alberta 

Wheat  Pool  bulletin  board  and  daily  grain  prices.  The  school  with  help  from  the  farm  information  services  (FIS)  is  going 
to  run  a  contest  for  students  to  see  who  can  make  the  most  money  when  given  a  set  amount  of  different  grains  to  sell  and  a 
set  of  costs  and  bills  that  are  associated  with  a  real  farm.  There  will  be  prizes  to  the  winners.  The  computer  is  now  located 
in  the  Willow  Creek  High  School  and  can  be  used  as  a  regular  computer  and  for  a  business  course  using  a  farm  as  its  example. 
By  putting  this  computer  in  various  schools  we  hope  to  give  both  teachers  and  students  a  hands-on  approach  to  agriculture 
and  how  agriculture  is  affected  by  so  many  different  factors. 


Emil  Krause,  Elkwater,  see  page  3  for  story 


Howard  Paucsen 
Stavely,  Alberta 
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Editors  Note 

I  was  excited  to  hear  about  this  tremendous  project  AITC  is 
supporting  the  Pool  with  resources  and  will  be  following  this  effort  with 
great  interest  Look  for  an  update  in  our  next  newsletter. 


Happy  New  Year!! 

from  Ag  in  the  Classroom  Staff 

Let's  gear  up  for  an  action  packed  year! 
An  overview  of  this  years  agriculture  awareness 
opportunities  is  on  page  3.  We  hope  there  is 
something  to  spark  your  interest.  Get  involved, 
the  agriculture  industry  stands  ready  to  help! 
2nd  Floor,  7000-  llSSueet 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Background: 
Introduction: 


Elementary  Activity: 


Enrichment  Activity 

Agriculture  is  truly  a  global  industry  and  to  better  understand  the  Alberta  picture, 
it  helps  to  consider  food  production  and  policy  in  other  countries. 

Use  the  "Chase"  cartoon  to  start  your  students  thinking  about  food  here  in  Canada 
and  how  things  might  be  different  if  we  were  on  vacation  somewhere  around  the  world. 

Using  a  world  map  and  some  markers  have  students  identify  areas  around  the  globe  to 
study  (use  a  pin  the  tail  on  the  donkey  technique).  As  a  group  select  3  or  more  locations 
for  your  study. 

Have  students  fmd  out  typical  foods  produced  and  consumed  in  these  areas.  Consider 
the  following;  1.  Price,  2.  Taste,  3.  Variety,  4.  Canadian  Origin.  Prepare  a  brief 
report  and  then  role  play  making  travel  plans  to  visit.  Is  the  food  in  that  region 
safe?  What  might  be  other  considerations  for  a  tourist? 


Secondary  Activity: 


Conclusion: 


Choose  3  or  more  locations  for  further  study  and  consider  some  of  the  current  issues 
that  may  affect  the  food  supply  in  those  regions  and  in  Canada. 

a)  Some  students  may  wish  to  fmd  out  about  global  food  policies  such  as  the  GATT 
negotiations  and  report  how  these  agreements  affect  food  supply  and  prices. 

b)  Have  some  students  research  the  effects  of  some  of  the  political  changes  in  Europe 
and  how  those  might  impact  food  supplies  and  Canada's  export  market. 

c)  Consider  climate  or  weather  conditions  that  relate  to  our  ability  to  produce  or 
access  food  -  such  as  the  drought  in  California  and  our  fresh  vegetable  supply. 

d)  Consider  the  impact  of  consumers  in  the  food  production  and  processing  industries. 
How  do  we  as  consumers  drive  the  market? 

Prepare  a  joint  summary  of  the  findings  and  if  appropriate  share  a  40  minute 
presentation  for  a  guest  audience  or  another  class  in  the  school. 
Have  fun! ! 
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TEACHER'S  AGRICULTURAL  PROJECT 
NETS  NATIONAL  AWARD 


In  the  17th  century,  English 
political  and  educational  philosopher 
John  Locke  wrote  people's  knowl- 
edge couldn't  go  beyond  their 
experience.  That  principle  of 
knowledge  growing  from  experience 
was  the  backdrop  in  a  successful 
match  of  urban  grade  four  students 
with  a  farm  family  and  also  netted 
the  project  a  national  teaching  award. 

Last  April  students  from 
Strathmore's  Brentwood  Elementary 
School  and  Calgary's  St.  Peter 
Elementary  spent  the  weekend  on 
Strathmorc  area  farms.  The  project, 
designed  by  Brentwood  teacher 
Marilyn  Lanz,  came  as  the  finishing 
touch  to  her  participation  at  the 
Summer  Agriculture  Education 
Institute  in  Lethbridge  during  the 
summer  of  1990. 


cont'd  on  page  4 
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^  A  KIDS-EYE  VIEW  OF  AG-EXPO 


Southern  Alberta's  educa- 
tional agriculture  ambassadors  want 
their  students  to  learn  a  little  more 
about  agriculture  during  Ag-Expo. 

Carol  Beswick,  the  agricul- 
tural ambassador  at  Magrath, 
developed  a  program  called  A  Kid's 
Eye  View  of  Ag-Expo,  designed  for 
the  school  ag  ambassadors  at  about 
150  schools  south  of  Calgary. 


The  Herald  will  run  two 
photographs  a  day,  starting  today 
and  concluding  Tuesday,  of  farm 
scenes  that  will  be  at  Ag-Expo. 
Children,  whether  in  an  organized 
class  trip  or  making  a  visit  to  Ag- 
Expo  with  their  parents,  simply  tear 
the  pictures  out  of  The  Herald,  get  a 
contest  entry  form  at  any  ag-Expo 


cont'd  on  page  4 
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SOIL  CONSERVATION  FOSTER  COMPETITION 
AN  OVERWHELMING  SUCCESS 


The  1992  Soil  Conservation 
Poster  Competition  was  an  overwhelm- 
ing success  with  777  posters  entered  in 
the  contest.  Posters  were  received  from 
urban  and  rural  schools  from  every 
comer  of  the  province. 

The  entries  were  of  exceptional 
quality  and  showed  that  the  students  had 
a  very  good  understanding  of  soil 
conservation  and  the  detrimental  effects 
soil  degradation  can  have  on  food 
production. 

This  made  judging  the  posters  a 
very  exciting  but  difficult  task.  After 
much  painstaking  work,  Eric  Brandlcy 
from  Magralh  School  emerged  the 
winner  of  this  year's  event.  Eric  will 
receive  $50.00  in  prize  money  and  an 
autographed  book  by  conservationist 
Grant  MacEwan,  Eric's  poster  will  also 
be  featured  as  Alberta's  1993  National 
Soil  Conservation  Week  Poster.  Runner 
up  winners  were  Carmen  Blake  of 
Whitecourt  Central  School,  Karen  Kay 


Leishman  of  Magrath  and 
Michaiel  Balderson,  also  of 
Magrath.  The  runner  up  winners 
will  receive  $25.00  in  prize 
money  and  an  autographed  book 
by  Grant  MacEwan. 

The  Soil  Conservation 
Poster  Competition  is  an  annual 
event  sponsored  by  Alberta 
Agriculture's  Ag  in  the  Class- 
room Program  and  Conservation 
and  Development  Branch,  the 
Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation 
Administration  (PFRA),  and  the 
Alberta  Conservation  Tillage 
Society  (ACTS). 

A  bouquet  to  the  teachers 
and  students  who  participated  in 
this  event  and  made  it  such  a 
success. 

Barb  Shackel 
Conservation  &  Development 
Branch 


HANGING'  IN 
Creative  Graffitti 

 —  N 

Experience  is  a  tough  teacher 
first  you  get  the  test;  then  you 
get  the  lesson. 


Heads  or  Tails 

You  were  given  2  ends.  One 

for  sitting  and  one  for 

thinking. 

Your  success  depends  on 
which  you  use. 
Heads  you  win;  tails  you 
use. 


AGRICULTURE  IN  THE  CLASSROOM  IS  ON  THE 
FOREFRONT  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION  AND  AWARENESS 


In  Can;  da  today  more  that  80% 
of  our  citizens  live  in  urban  communi- 
ties. Many  of  them  arc  becoming 
environmentally  aware;  they  are  taking 
real  action  when  it  comes  to  being 
responsible  for  their  impact  on  the 
environment.  The  attitude  that  prevails 
is  that  if  everyone  does  their  share  - 
small  efforts  combine  to  become 
effective  solutions.  We've  come  a  a 
long  way  in  joining  together  to  ensure 
the  future  of  mother  earth  —  or  have 
we? 

The  question  arises  in  the  urban 
dwellers  mind  as  to  the  commitment  of 
their  rural  neighbors.  We  concern 


ourselves  with  current  agricul- 
tural practices  from  production 
through  processing  all  the  way  to 
the  consumer  and  include 
v/orrying  about  food  safety  as 
well.  It  is  not  surprising  that  an 
environmentally  concerned  city 
dwellers  would  have  these 
feelings.  The  truth  is  many  of  us 
have  lost  oiu"  rural  roots,  so  the 
whole  farm  scene  has  become  a 
mystery,  not  fully  understood.  It 
is  human  nature  to  be  suspicious 
of  the  unknown. 

The  need  for  an  agricul- 
turally literate  society  has 


evolved  out  of  this  restructuring  of 
tlie  distribution  of  the  population. 
It  is  essential  that  the  urban  and 
rural  communities  join  forces  in 
supporting  the  nurturing  of  our 
environment.  It  is  through  mutual 
understanding  that  we  can  guaran- 
tee our  abundant,  safe,  economical 
food  supply  while  sustaining  our 
natural  resources  of  soil  and  water 
for  future  generations. 

Agriculture  in  the  Class- 
room is  an  awareness  program  that 
exists  throughout  North  America  to 
foster  understanding  and  build. 

con't  on  page  5 


FRESH  IDEAS  FORTHE  CLASSROOM 


This  time  of  year  the  best  of 
teachers  have  nearly  exhausted  the 
bag  of  tricks  they  arrived  with  in 
September.  Its  a  time  for  sharing 
with  colleagues  and  finding  resources 
that  will  educate  and  entertain  but 
not  exhaust! 

Ag.  in  the  Classroom  to  the  Rescue 

If  you  haven't  looked 
through  our  resources  lately  you  will 
be  surprised  to  see  how  creative  these 
lessons  are. 

Be  Adventurous  take  a  mix  and 
match  approach  to  a  subject! 

^     I  wish  I  could  do  a  ^ 

personal  workshop  with 

each  of  our  readers. 

But.. .Maybe  this  will  help. 
My  Creative  Picks  for 

Spring  &  Summer  Adven- 
S^urc.  J 

Creative  Lesson  Picks  For  A 
Spring  Adventure  in  the 
Classroom. 

Primary  Agriculture  &  Me  Books 
CiRAPK  ONE 

Lesson  3  Germinating  Seeds  - 
Lesson  complete  with  a  observation 
log  master. 

Lesson  9  Farm  Cat,  City  Cat  -  A 

science  lesson  on  classification  skills 
and  drama. 

CiRADK  TWO 

Lesson  16  Making  Mobiles  -  All 

materials  are  supplied  in  the  Lan- 
guage Arts  lesson. 
Lesson  29  Plant  Rhymes  -  A  quick 
and  fun  language  arts  lesson. 

(iiRADE  THREE 
Lesson  35  Box  Social  -  A  social 
studies  lesson  that  lets  children 
experience  lifestyle  of  Canadians  in 
other  times. 


Lesson  43  Running  a  Small  Farm 

-  This  science  lesson  lets  children 
observe  changes  in  the  environment. 

Agriculture  &  Me  Plus 
Lesson  6  Slip  Me  Some  Skin  - 

Explore  the  role  of  natural  skins  on 
plants.  How  we  try  to  duplicate  that 
science. 

Lesson  13, 14, 15  Develop  vocabu- 
lary with  our  Spring  on  the  Farm 
Series  very  timely. 

Pride  in  Alberta  Elementary 
Series 

GRAPE  FOUR  SUPER 

LEkSSONS 

Activity  1  -  Latest  and  Greatest  - 

Take  you  great  ideas  from  invention 
to  marketing  in  this  lesson.  A  social 
studies  smash  hit  with  potential  for 
science  fair  project. 
Activity  3,  4,  5  -  The  Pioneer 
Series  -  A  wonderful  Role  Play 
excellent  for  this  tine  of  year  when 
students  have  learned  to  work 
together..  A  real  experimental 
learning  idea. 

GRAPE  FtVE  QUICK  PICKS 
Lesson  10  -  Our  Heritage  our 
Future  -  This  lesson  goes  beyond 
the  Year  2000  in  to  "their  world". 
Students  speculate  as  to  potential 
changes  for  the  future. 
Lesson  15  -  Future  of  the  Family 
Farm  -  You  read  about  it  in  the 
paper.  This  lets  students  explore 
decision  making  through  a  dynamic 
role  play. 

GRADE  SIX  THE  STARS 
Lesson  17  -  Asia  Alberta  Exchange 

-  If  you  arc  into  differential  self 
directed  learning  and  Blooms 
Taxonomy  this  is  for  you  Great 
ideas! 

Lesson  21  -  Weather  or  Not  Game 

-  Learn  while  you  play  this  board 
game.  Two  versions  game  board 
available  free  from  AITC. 


Pride  in  Alberta  Plus  - 
There's  More 

Borrow  the  Video  "The 
Marvelous  Prairie  Mega 
Machine"  for  the  Alberta 
Agriculture  Video  Library 
Film  Library  Information 
Services  Division 
7000  -  1 13  Street  Edmonton, 
Alberta  T6H  5T6 
FAX  403  -427-2861 

Then  try  Lessons  1  &  2 
Working  the  Marvelous  Mega 
Machine. 

Or  Lesson  7  -  Touring  the 
Bams  of  Time  -  For  horse 
lovers  includes  a  Grant 
MacEwan  Story. 

Secondary  Smash  Hit 
SPACE  AGE  AGRICULTURE  - 
SCIENCE  SPECL^LS 
Activity  1  -  Mission  Impossible  - 

Here's  an  eye  opener  for  you.  If  you 
are  interested  in  a  S.T.S.  approach 
this  is  incredible.  Then  show  the 
video  "Space  Age  Agriculture".  -  The 
one  two  punch. 

Activity  6  -  Consumer  Report  - 

Give  your  students  the  right  to  be  an 
authority  on  bread.  This  activity  gets 
them  to  understand  consumer  quality 
testing  by  doing. 
Activity  11  -  The  Incredible 
Nationwide  Balancing  Act.  - 
Explore  the  concept  of  optimum  and 
maximum  with  this  exciting  relay 
race.  An  Outside  Experience. 

SPACE  AGE  AGRICULTURE 

SOCIAL  STUDIES  - 

Activity  3  -  Pioneering  in  Brazil  - 

This  dynamic  role  play  had  our 
lesson  testing  team  literally  jumping 
out  of  their  seats.  A  Super  Experi- 
ence. 

Activity  10  -  What  Shall  We  Do 
with  Our  Free  Time?  -  This  is  may 
all  time  favorite  lesson.  Has  applica- 
tion from  Grade  4  to  12.  It  is  the 
workshop  lesson  with  the  highest 
teacher  rating!! 


ALL  ABOVE  RESOURCES  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  AITC. 


The  institute  requires  its 
students  write  a  paper  to  complete 
the  course.  Many  of  the  teachers 
chose  to  design  agricultural  unit 
plans.  Lanz,  who  has  taught  for  10 
years,  already  was  incorporating 
agriculture  into  her  grade  four  social 
studies  classes,  so  wanted  to  do 
something  else.  Her  inspiration 
came  from  her  Institute  classmates 
who  returned  from  being  billeted 
with  a  farm  family  for  a  weekend. 
Lanz  thought  that  enthusiasm  would 
carry  over  well  as  a  student  activ- 
ity— and  it  did. 

The  project's  success  was 
measured  in  how  well  it  bridged 
rural  and  urban  communication  and 
understanding.  "This  opened  doors 
between  the  communities,"  she  says 
noting  there's  still  contact  between 
host  farm  families  and  urban 


Teacher's  National  Award 

cont'd  from  Page  1 

students.  Opening  doors  between 
communities  means  the  project 
will  be  repeated  she  adds  with  a 
parent  committee  co-ordinating 
the  project. 

The  project  always  had 
strong  support  from  the  agricul- 
tural community  and  she  says  the 
national  award  is  exciting  because 
the  educational  community  has 
recognized  it  as  educationally 
valid,  too. 

Lanz  received  a  $2,500. 
Hilroy  fellowship  from  the 
Canadian  Teacher's  Federation  on 
April  1 .  She  is  one  of  three 
Alberta  and  21  national  winners. 

Flilroy  fellowship  awards 
were  established  in  1969  to 
acknowledge  and  reward  active 
classroom  teachers  who  have 
developed  new  ideas  for  improv- 
ing teaching  practices. 


While  Lanz  will  receive  the 
ward,  she  says  she  was  only  a 
facilitator.  "It  was  the  project  itself 
that  won,"  she  says  and  adds  credit 
should  go  to  her  school  administra- 
tion, the  Stralhmore  community 
and  Calgary  teacher  Beverly  Dunne 
and  her  students,  who  were 
involved  in  the  first  farm  weekend 
experience. 

Lanz  has  also  outlined  the 
project  to  other  teachers  at  the 
institute's  promotional  agricultural 
fair  in  Medicine  Hat  last  Novem- 
ber. 

The  third  Summer  Agricul- 
tural Education  Institute  will  be 
held  at  Lakeland  College  in 
Vermilion  August  10  through  21. 

Brochures  with  application 
forms  arc  available  by  calling  the 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom 
Program  in  Edmonton  at  427-2402 


Kids-eye  View 

cont'd  from  page  I 

information  booth,  and  try  to  find  the 
pictured  material  at  some  exhibit  at 
the  fair. 

"We  want  the  children  to  cut 
the  picture  out  and  take  ihern  on  a 
seck-and-find  expedition  when  they 
visit  Ag-Expo,"  said  Bcswick. 
"When  you  finish  or  identify  as  many 
as  you  can,  drop  the  entry  in  the  draw 
barrels  back  at  the  information 
booths." 

The  first  draws  made  up  with 
the  correct  answers  will  win  prizes 
donated  by  local  agricultural  mer- 
chants. All  entrants  will  receive  a 
small  thank  you  prize  from  Alberta 
Pool,  sponsor  of  the  Ag.  in  the 
Classroom  Program. 

Beswick  is  encouraging  all 
teachers  to  encourage  their  students 
to  attend  Ag-Expo.  "give  the 
students  a  purpose  to  their  time  at 
Ag-Expo." 

Reprinted  from 
Leth  bridge  Herald 


Great  Idea  -  Super  Follow-up  -  Here^s  Carol's  Message 


To  All  Ag.  Ambassadors  Out 
There; 

Have  you  been  struck  with  a 
great  idea  only  to  mull  it  over  in 
your  mind  until  it  was  too  last  to 
put  it  into  practice:  Of  course.  We 
all  have.  Well,  get  with  the 
program  and  put  those  ideas  into 
practice!  The  Summer  Ag  Institute 
will  give  you  the  contacts  you  need 
to  put  those  ideas  into  active  use 
and  it  will  also  help  you  gain  the 
confidence  you  need  to  approach 
institutions  like  the  newspapers,  the 
exhibition  boards,  rodeo  associa- 
tions and  so  on.  If  you  have  an 
active  group  of  ambassadors  in 
your  area  you  could  even  have  a 
potluck  evening  and  brainstorm.  I 
have  given  Betty  the  news  articles 


that  promoted  a  contest  that  was 
successful  in  Lethbridge  area  during 
Ag.  Expo  held  in  March.  The  help 
from  Lethbridge  Herald,  Lethbridge 
Exhibition  and  Jim  Hahn  (Alberta 
Pool)  were  essential  to  make  the 
contest  go.  Just  ask  for  help  from  the 
industry;  you'll  be  surprised  at  the 
help  you  receive. 

Best  wishes  for  a  great  year, 
Carol  Beswick,  Magrath. 


Forefront  of  Environmental  Education 


bridges  across  the  urban  rural  gap. 
The  programs  in  North  America  are 
in  various  stages  of  development. 
Some  are  inspired  by  the  agriculture 
industry,  other  by  government.  The 
most  effective  seem  to  be  tliose  that 
represent  a  joint  venture  effort 
between  government,  both  agricul- 
ture and  education  departments,  the 
agriculture  industry  and  the  educa- 
tion community.  In  Alberta  this 
spirit  of  cooperation  is  dynamic, 
expanding  and  becoming  very 
effective. 

The  fact  that  the  practice  of 
agriculture  in  Alberta  involves  much 
of  the  land  base  and  depends  on  a 
reliable  water  supply  makes  the  study 
of  the  agriculture  system  a  study  of 
the  environment  as  well.  Agriculture 
impacts  everyone's  life  through 
supplying  one  of  our  basic  essentials 
...  food.  It  is  essential  that  our  future 
citizens  understand  this  industry  from 
production  through  the  incredibly 
efficient  infra  structure  that  delivers 
the  product  to  local  consumers  and 
around  the  world.  It  is  of  special 
interest  that  Canada  is  one  ol  only  .S 
nations  that  is  a  net  exporter  of  lood. 
It  is  easy  in  the  face  of  plenty  to 
disregard  the  needs  of  the  mdustry. 
The  old  "Never  miss  the  water  'till 
the  well  runs  dry"  adage. 

The  goal  of  Agriculture  in  the 
Classroom  is  to  stimulate  interest 


cont'd  from  page  2 

amongst  our  future  citizens  in  tliis 
essential  industry  through  active 
participation  in  classroom  activities 
that  explore  issues  and  discover  the 
secrets  of  our  food  production 
through  curriculum  compatible 
science,  social  studies  and  language 
arts  lessons  that  encourage  a 
balanced  bias  approach  to  learning. 
To  ensure  a  sustainable  food  supply 
Canada's  future  citizens  must  be 
prepared  to  be  inlormed  decision 
makers  rcgiirding  food  production, 
processing  and  marketing  inspile  of 
their  urban  background. 

The  agriculture  industry  is 
engaged  in  research  and  develop- 
ment projects  which  are  attacking 
environmental  problems  such  as  soil 
erosion,  water  quality,  biological 
control  of  pests  and  animal  welfare. 
This  research  is  one  avenue  towards 
environmental  responsibility. 
Much  of  this  effort  is  inspired  by 
producers,  local  farmers  who  wish 
to  pass  their  farm  on  to  their  heirs. 
Some  initiatives  are  inlluenced  by 
urban  concerns.  The  truth  is  as 
citizens  whether  urban  or  rural  we 
will  be  called  on  to  continue  to 
make  environmentally  responsible 
decisions.  It  is  important  to  know 
what  the  real  situation  is  and  what  is 
being  done  before  we  can  decide 
what  could  and  should  be  done 
about  environmentiil  challenges. 


The  Agriculture  in  the 
Classroom  program  is  dedicated  to 
supporting  classroom  teachers  in 
three  significant  ways.  First,  current 
information  and  imaginative  lesson 
ideas  are  available  free  to  Alberta 
educators  through  the  program. 
These  resources  are  supported  by  a 
comprehensive  teacher  in.servicc 
program  including  a  full  credit 
summer  session  course  through  the 
University  of  Lethbridgc.  The 
Summer  Agricultural  Institute  is 
cooperatively  offered  on  a  scholar- 
ship basis  by  industry  and  educa- 
tion. In  addition,  indusu-y  also 
supports  a  network  program  which 
offers  ongoing  support  to  Summer 
Institute  graduates  and  all  provincial 
schools  who  choose  to  use  agricul- 
ture resources. 

Together  the  resources  and 
support  programs  help  to  make 
teachers  comfortable  with  including 
agriculture  related  content  in  their 
classrooms. 

The  goal  of  sustainable 
agriculture  ensures  our  AgriFood 
systems  are  economically  viable  and 
provide  for  basic  human  food  and 
fibre  needs  while  conserving  or 
enhancing  the  resource  base  and 
quality  of  the  environment  for 
present  and  future  generations. 

To  realize  this  goal  we  must 
first  be  informed. 


Special  Purchase 

The  Ag.  Ambassador 
Program  has  purchased  500 
super  booklets  from  Ontiu^io 
entitled  "Food  for  Thought". 
We  highly  recommend  this 
resource.  It's  free  from  AITC 
on  a  first  come  first  served 
basis. 

Order  yours  today. 


AG  IN  THE  CLASSROOM  SPONSOR  CREATES  A  RE 
CYCLE  PROGRAM  THAT  WORKS. 


U.F.A.  Co-op  in  cooperation 
with  Alberta  Special  Waste  Man- 
agement Corporation  has  put 
together  a  recycle  program  to 
collect  used  oil  and  plastic  jugs 
throughout  Alberta. 

rhe  collection  bins  are 
located  at  more  than  130  U.F.A. 
petroleum  agencies  across  the 
province.  The  program  is  open  to 


all  Albertans.  The  service  is  free  and 
the  used  oil  will  be  recycled. 

For  more  information  on  this 
innovative  program  contact  your 
local  U.F.A.  representative,  or  Kelly 
Eaton  at  258-4518. 

More  than  800,000  litres  and 
22,000  kg  of  waste  plastic  had  been 
collected  between  March  1991  and 
January  1992.  A  successful  program 
-  congratulations  partner. 


MINNESOTA  TEACHER 
TEACHES  THE  FACTS  OF 
FARM  LIFE 

"Kids  don't  like  to  learn  just 
by  reading,"  says  Kale  Warmka,  a 
third  grate  teacher  at  Delavan  Agri- 
Science  Elementary  School  in 
Minnesota.  "They  learn  much  more 
by  actually  doing."  To  help  her 
students  understand  the  facts  of  farm 
life,  Warmka  has  her  students  plant 
and  harvest  a  crop  of  soybeans.  Her 
unit  recently  was  awarded  a 
minigrant  by  the  Minnesota  Ag  in  the 
Classroom  program. 

Warmka,  who  acts  as  the 
banker,  loans  each  student  $2,000  at 
the  beginning  of  the  project.  They 
use  that  cash  to  buy  land  (with  sandy 
soil  selling  for  a  lower  price  than  the 
richer  soil),  crop  insurance,  herbi- 
cides, and  fertilizer. 

Students  plant  soybeans  in 
dishpans  filled  with  the  soil  they 
have  purchased.  Each  day,  they 
draw  a  weather  card  to  determine 
how  much,  if  any,  rain  their  crops 
get.  Students  who  have  purchased 
the  sandy  soil  quickly  learn  that  they 
need  more  rain  than  their  neighbors. 
Sometimes,  students  draw  a  card  that 
calls  for  frost.  In  that  case,  says 
principal  Chris  Volz,  "We  put  the 
dishpans  outside  and  let  Mother 
Nature  do  the  rest". 

Each  student  keeps  a  daily  log 
of  activities.  "This  teaches  students 
that  farming  is  a  business  and 
requires  careful  record  keeping," 
says  Warmka.  "The  logs  boost 


writing  skills,"  she  says,  "and  help 
me  see  how  much  they're  learning." 

The  project  also  helps 
students  put  math  skills  into  practice. 
They  figure  the  cost  of  land  per  acre 
and  calculate  the  interest  they  must 
pay  the  bank  on  their  loans. 

At  the  end  of  the  project,  a 
farmer  visits  the  classroom  and  helps 
students  determine  their  yield  per 
acre.  Then  the  students  determine 
their  yield  per  acre.  Then  the 
students  take  their  harvest  to  the 
elevator  and  sell  their  crop.  "At  that 
point,"  Volz  notes,  "they  learn  they 
haven't  made  any  money  because  the 
cost  of  purchasing  their  land." 

The  Delavan  school  is 
organized  around  the  idea  of  out- 
come-based education  -  a  belief  that 
every  student  can  leam,  although  at 
different  paces.  Warmka  says  that 
after  the  unit  is  completed,  "I  am 
delighted  that  the  students  have 
achieved  the  outcomes  I  established 
at  the  beginning." 

In  the  past,  Warmka  taught 
math  by  having  students  read  books 
and  answer  problems  on  worksheets. 
Now  she  believes,  "they're  much 
more  involved  with  their  learning. 
They're  eager  to  come  to  school 
every  day.  It's  made  our  classroom 
an  exciting  place  for  them  ...  and  for 
me." 

Could  this  be  adapted  to 
Alberta? 
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OUR  NEWSLETTER  IS 
CHANGING 

Beginning  with  the 
school  term  in  September  '92, 
the  Ag.  in  the  Classroom 
newsletter  will  be  published 
and  distributed  3  times  a  year. 

Fall  will  focus  on 
resources  for  teachers  and 
upcoming  programs  and 
opportunities. 

New  Year  will  contain 
applications  for  the  Summer 
Ag.  Institute  update  resources 
will  share  agriculture  activities 
happening  in  Alberta. 

Spring.  Let's  applaud 
the  efforts  of  s[)ecial  teachers 
in  this  issue.  We  will  recog- 
nize active  agriculture  teachers 
and  give  a  final  update  on 
resources  and  programs. 

I  hope  that  you  will 
make  a  contribution  to  our 
newsletters.  The  copy  deadline 
arc: 

Fall  -  August  15  (in  our 
office) 

News  Years  -  December  IS 

Spring  ~  March  15 

If  you're  running  late  fax  your 

information  to  us  at  438-3361 

attention  Betty  Gabert  or  Cindy 

Dixon. 

Don't  be  shy  give  it  a 
try!  You  and  your  students 
deserve  to  share  great  ideas  and 
accomplishments  with  others. 
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Students  across  Western  Canada  can  now  expand  their  knowledge  of  soil  conservation  with  a 
new  two-volume  set  of  resource  books  called  The  Living  Soil. 

The  Living  Soil  scries  was  developed  over  two  years  in  partnership  with  the  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation 
Administration  and  the  departments  of  education  and  agriculture  in  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta. 

Used  togetlicr,  I'he  Living  Soil:  A  Renewable  Resource  and  The  Living  Soil:  Land  Use  and  Society  represent 
the  most  comprehensive  soil  education  program  available.  The  two  64-page  books  examine  the  science  of  soil  and 
related  soil  issues  in  a  lively,  easy-tc  understand  text  that  conveys  the  importance  of  soil  conervation. 

The  Living  Soil  meets  Alberta's  Junior  High  curriculum  and  has  been  approved  for  the  Grades  7,  8,  and  9 
science,  social  studies,  and  agriculture  programs. 

For  more  information  or  to  order,  please  call: 

Betty  Gabert,  Co-ordinator  or 

Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Program  Weigl  Educational 

Alberta  Agriculture  Publishers  Limited 

Phone:  427-2402  1-800-668-0766 
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Adopt  A 
Classroom 
Successful 
Again 

students  Learn  About  Agriculture  In 
An  Enjoyable  and  Educational  Way 

If  the  enthusiasm  of  the  participants  was 
 any  indication,  the  Adopt  a  Classroom 

program  was  again  a  success  for  the  second 
straight  year.  The  agricultural  tour  of  Olds 
College  on  April  6  was  one  of  the  highlights 
of  the  program,  which  paired  each  of  the  15 
participating  college  students  with  a  class- 
room of  primary  school  students.  The 
younger  students  also  exchanged  letters  with 
their  college  counterparts  during  the  year, 
gaining  communication  skills  and  agricul- 
tural knowledge  in  the  process.  Another 
important  aspect  of  the  program  was  that 
many  of  the  college  students  showed  their 
personal  commitment  and  interest  by  actu- 
ally visiting  the  schools  of  their  partners  to 
present  activities  and  workshop-type  ses- 
sions. This  year,  students  from  five  schools 
toured  the  campus  with  their  college  hosts, 
and  from  all  reports  they  greatly  enjoyed  the 
visit  and  the  sumptuous  lunch  provided  by 
the  college.  (See  the  next  page  for  sample 
letters  from  the  Grade  Five  students  at 
Millarville  Community  School.)  A  second 
tour  of  Olds  College  was  scheduled  for  May 
20  to  accommodate  schools  that  were  on 
strike.  The  success  of  Adopt  a  Classroom 
means  it  will  be  offered  once  again  next 
year.  AITC  is  also  approaching  Lakeland 
College  in  Vermilion  to  see  if  a  similar 
program  can  be  implemented  there. 

cont'd  on  page  2 
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It's  time  for  show-and-tell.  This  little  lamb  holds  the  attention  of 
students  visiting  Olds  College  on  Adopt  a  Classroom  day.  Contrary 
to  appearances,  the  lamb's  coat  is  not  soft,  but  is  crisp  and  hard. 

AG  CLUB  A  HIT  WITH  STUDENTS 

More  Great  Work  From  Ag  Institute  Graduates 

noon  to  do  various  activities.  Of  the  300 
Grades  One  to  Three  students  in  the 
school,  approximately  80  have  taken 
part  in  the  ag  club  this  year.  "It's  been 
really  popular  and  successful,"  says 
Connie.  "Kids  really  like  the  hands-on 
experience." 

The  ag  club  has  gone  on  field  trips  to 
such  places  as  a  turkey  farm,  a  mixed 
farming  operation  and  the  Fort  Macleod 
auction  mart.  Students  have  been  keen 
to  learn  about  these  places  and  are  quite 
cont'd  on  page  2 


One  of  the  most  popular  clubs  at 
W.A.  Day  School  in  Fort  Macleod  is 
the  agriculture  club,  which  is  run  by 
Connie  Dersch,  a  1991  graduate  of 
the  Summer  Agricultural  Education 
Institute.  Armed  with  information 
and  inspiration  from  the  Institute, 
Connie  went  back  to  her  school  and 
developed  a  hands-on  approach  to 
agriculture  for  the  students  in  her 
club.  W.A.  Day  has  several  club 
groups  that  meet  every  Friday  after- 
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Ag  Club  cont'd 

capable  of  grasping  the  significance  of 
agriculture  even  at  their  young  age,  says 
Connie.  The  ag  club  also  invited  a  local 
rancher  to  demonstrate  sheep  herding  us- 
ing stock  dogs.  The  whole  school  turned 
out  on  the  playground  to  watch  the  action. 
The  ag  club  also  hosted  a  soil  conservation 
puppet  show  and  viewed  videos  and  live 
presentations  on  aspects  of  the  ag  industry. 
As  a  measure  of  the  club's  success,  several 
of  its  members  won  prizes  at  the  last  Ag 
Ambassador  Fair.  The  school  will  prob- 
ably hold  its  own  mini  ag  fair  next  year  as 
a  result  of  the  interest  shown  by  the  stu- 
dents in  agriculture,  adds  Connie. 


Adopt  a  Classroom  cont'd 

Letters  to  Olds  College  student  Andy  Stahl  from  MiUarville  students: 


Thank-you  for  inviting  us  to  Olds 
College.  I  enjoyed  it!  My  favorite  part 
was  the  swine  bam,  but  they  did  stink! 
My  favorite  part  about  the  swine  was  the 
babies.  They're  cute!  Thank-you  very 
much  for  the  lunch.  It  was  good!  Thank- 
you  for  taking  us  on  the  tour.  The 
newspaper  bedding  was  neat  too! 

—  Kelly  Seaman 


I  really  enjoyed  our  tour  around  the 
Olds  College.  My  favorite  part  was  the 
swine  bam  and  the  horses.  Is  the  pig  that 
was  sick  okay  now?  I  hope  so.  I  thought 
it  was  neat  that  we  actually  got  to  see  a 
pig  being  bom.  I  thought  that  was 
interesting.  Hope  to  see  you  soon.  P.S. 
Maybe  we'll  come  back. 

—  Jolene  Frksen 


Happ^  Holidays 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

As  was  stated  in  Ms.  Warmkas's 
message,  students  do  learn  better  with 
the  hands  on  approach.  I  think  it  is  also 
of  major  importance  that  the  lessons 
learned,  by  both  methods,  are  dealing 
with  real  life  scenarios  as  opposed  to 
text  book  teaching. 

In  closing,  I  would  just  like  to  say 
thank  you  to  everyone  who  is  imple- 
menting any  form  of  Agriculture  in  the 
Classroom  as  it  has  a  direct  bearing  to 
the  survival  of  Agriculture. 

Walter  Havens 
Unit  Manager  FIS 


In  regards  to  the  letter  submitted  by 
Kate  Warmka  from  Minnesota  about  their 
farm  simulation  course.  Alberta  Pool  has 
adapted  a  similar  program  into  the  schools 
in  Souther  Alberta  with  "FIS  In  the 
Classroom". 

Our  approach  differs  in  that  their  em- 
phasis in  on  the  production  of  the  commod- 
ity where  as  ours  is  more  on  the  financial 
aspect.  We  have  the  students  incorporate 
a  computer  and  bulletin  board  system  to 
access  data  and  decide  when  is  the  best 
time  to  sell  their  products. 


AITC  Events  Calendar 

©  June  2,  1992  -  4:00  to  7:30  p.m.,  Ag 
Ambassador  Inservke,  Colonel  Sanders 
School,  226  Northmount  Drive  N.W., 
Calgary. 

•  August  10  to  21,  1992,  Summer 
Agricultural  Education  Institute, 
Ljikelarid  College,  Vermilion.  Application 
deadline  extended  to  June  15.  You  can  still 
apply  for  this  full  scholarship  course. 

•  October  24  to  27, 1992,  National  Ag  in 
the  Classroom  Conference,  Mayfield  Inn, 
Edmonton. 

•  Febmary  26  to  27, 1993,  Ag  Ambassador 
Fair,  Medicine  Hat. 

•  Look  for  special  program  opportunities 
and  an  updated  resource  list  of  new  videos, 
handbooks  and  other  assorted  goodies  in  our 
September  issue. 

For  more  information  on  any  of  the 
above  topics,  call  AITC  at  427-2402. 
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